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Birdhouse Factory 


Unique circus/theatre show to perform at FHSU 


«and much more 


Brandie Johnson 
Staff Writer 

One artist. One city. Nine con- 
certs. 

Having slipped into “retire- 
ment” in 2001 to spend more time 
with his family, Garth Brooks, 
who recently dethroned Elvis 
Presley to become the best-selling 
solo artist of all time, came back 
with a vengeance for this 10-day, 
9-show run at the Sprint Center in 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Brooks had initially given the 
okay for one show, on Nov. 5". 
After the tickets sold out instan- 
taneously, Brooks approved an- 
other concert date, then another, 
until finally he had a 9-concert 
run in Kansas City. The tickets for 
all nine concerts (approximately 
160,000 tickets) sold out in one 
hour and 58 minutes. Brooks also 
wanted to keep the price afford- 
able for his fans: all seats were 
$32.50, regardless of where you 
sat. 

Opening for the energetic en- 
tertainer Friday night was his 
wife, Trisha Yearwood. Most of 
the crowd was in place for her 30 
minutes on stage. Yearwood sang 


a few new songs from her upcom- 
ing album as well as old favorites, 
such as “She’s In Love With The 
Boy” and “How Do I Live?” 

Brooks exploded onto the stage 
Friday night with “Fever” at 9:15 
sending the crowd into a frenzy. 
The crowd of nearly 18,000 Garth 
maniacs was either standing or 
singing along, or both, during the 
entire time Brooks was on stage. 

Both Yearwood and Brooks 
mentioned that Friday night’s 
crowd seemed louder than the 
previous concerts, which made 
them yell all the louder. 

Early in the concert, Brooks told 
the audience that they were bring- 
ing all the “old stuff’. Brooks and 
company played a wide range of 
songs encompassing his 18-year 
career, including all the crowd 
pleasers such as “Rodeo”, “Papa 
Loved Mama,” “The Thunder 
Rolls”, “Two Pina Coladas,” 
“Much Too Young (To Feel This 
Damn Old)’, “Callin? Baton 
Rouge” and “The Dance.” 

Yearwood joined Brooks on 
stage mid-way through the con- 
cert to sing their duet, “In Anoth- 

Continued on Page 8 


Performing Arts Center 


Fort Hays State University 
Tickets Available 


Acrobatics, machines, 
theatre and circus become 
one in Cirque-Works 
“Birdhouse Factory” at 
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Nov. 14, at the Beach/ 
Schmidt Performing Arts 
Center in Sheridan Hall on 
the Fort Hays State Uni- 
versity campus. 

Acrobatics and _ early 


Wednesday — 
November 14 
7:30 p.m. 
Beach/Schmidt 


Sheridan Hall 


628-5306 


20th-century | machines 

come together for a spec- 

tacular presentation of 

laughter, love, flight, loss 
and birdhouses. 

“Birdhouse Factory” was 

inspired in part by Diego 

Rivera’s Detroit Industrial 

Murals, illustrations of 

Rube Goldberg and Char- 

lie Chaplin’s film “Modern 

Times.” 

Tickets for 

reserved seats 

are $30, $28 

for senior citi- 


of zens and children 


a%A under 18, and $25 


for FHSU 

students. 

Unre- 
served tick- 
ets are $26, $24 and $20 
respectively. To purchase 
individual or season 
tickets, visit the Student 
Service Center in the 
Memorial Union or order 
online at www.fhsu.edu/ 
perf_arts/. 
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Garth Brooks performs in the sold-out Sprint Center in 


Kansas City, Mo., on Friday, November 9. 
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PC’ has gone too far 


I dislike politically correct talk (PCT). 
I understand the desire of some people to 
try to ameliorate negative connotations. 
I also feel that much PCT is used simply 
to cloud issues. When I also learned that 
the people who are directly involved often 
disagree with PCT used for their group I 
really began to question it. 

For example, the NAACP chastised 
Florida State University for us- 
ing the term Seminoles for 
their athletic teams. 

The problem here 
is that they did not 
bother to ask Semi- 
noles their opinion 
and the Seminoles 
disagreed with 
them. It’s one more 
example of elitists in 
our society believ- 


ing they know better 
than we peons what } . 
is right and good ~~ Stathwyriter - 
for us. 
Many crippled 


people don’t like the term physically 
challenged or handicapped. As Bill Veeck, 
famous baseball owner, who lost a leg in 
world war two said: 

“A cripple cannot coddle himself: Once 
you coddle yourself, you're admitting you 
can t do what anybody else can do, and 
then you're through... You will notice I al- 
ways use the term ‘cripple’. It isn't a word 
you normally hear, is it? It has become 
customary, in our euphemistic world, to 
describe us cripples as ‘handicapped... 
Webster defines ‘handicapped’ as ‘to place 
at a disadvantage’. I dont believe I am. 

I believe I can do anything that anybody 
else can do that doesn t involve quick 
sprints, high jumps and a fast buck-and- 
wing. And so, although I am crippled, I 
am not handicapped.” 

I am glad to learn that I am not the only 
one who often finds PCT more offensive 
than the terms they replace. The National 
Federation of the Blind has passed a 
resolution condemning the use of politi- 
cally correct terms to describe blindness. 
Those in deaf culture similarly dislike 
such phraseology, as do 
victims of autism. 

In addition, PCT is 
much too often used to 
hide reality. Affirma- 
tive Action may be 
affirmative, it may be 
action, and it may even 
be a good thing; but it 
is also a quota and it is 
also racism. It favors 
one race over another 
and as such is no different than Jim Crow 
laws. Putting an innocuous name to some- 
thing doesn’t change the facts. Since this 
paragraph will probably cause knee jerk 
accusations of racism, I might as well get 
another offensive, (to me), PC term out of 
the way. 

In the United States people of African 
origin have gone from black, to colored, 
to Negro, to Afro American and the cur- 
rently popular term, African American. 
Yet, except in specific instances where 
such designation is deemed relevant, Cau- 
casians are not usually referred to by their 
country of origin. 

No one refers to me as a British Ger- 


Today, June Cleaver 
would be considered 4 
domestic engineer, not a 


housewife. 


man American. Pity my favorite guitarist 
Ottmar Liebert. His father was Chinese, 
his mother Czechoslovakian, he was born 
in Germany, moved to the U.S. and now 
lives in Latin America. He is a Chinese 
Czech German American Latino? 

To quote noted columnist and economist 
Walter Williams: 

“Today, it is fashionable to refer to me 

as an African-American. I protest. One 
reason is that I risk being confused 
with an American of Egyptian or 
Afrikaner ancestry, since both 
legitimately can be called 
African-Americans. Another 
reason is that I’m simply 
tired and worn out -- not to 
mention the confusion for 
white people. Being 65, I’ve 
gone through a number of 
name changes that range 
rann — from derogative names 
such as coon and nig- 
ger, to colored, person of 
color, Negro, Afro-Ameri- 
can and black. I refuse to 
change again, and I’m going to leave this 
world as a black man.” 

A high school classmate of mine, Cau- 
casian, married a black man. She told me 
about sitting down with her husband one 
evening to point out how much he had 
changed. 

She said that when she married him he 
was a Negro, but over the years had gone 
through various changes finally ending up 
currently as African American. 

He said he didn’t care what she called 
him as long as she didn’t call him late for 
dinner. 

We are all Americans and that should be 
good enough. If there is reason to distin- 
guish, in certain circumstances, then black 
and white should be good enough. 

I know they are not actually black, but 
then neither are we white people white, 
except perhaps for some albinos and no 
one seems to object to Caucasians being 
called white. 

If anything, since most black people 
trace their American roots back some 
300 years, while a whole bunch of white 
people trace theirs back 
less than 100 years, black 
people are, if anything, 
more American than most 
white people. 

To me only a person 
| who themselves emigrat- 
ed from another country 
might be referred to with 
a hyphenated heritage. 

In this respect, the only 
African-American I know 
of is Teresa Heinz Kerry, and I don’t think 
she is what people have in mind by the 
term. 

I hope I goofed up the last census by 
proudly checking off that I am a Native 
American which, though not an Indian, I 
am. 

In a war, are civilians less dead if they 
are referred to as collateral damage? 

It’s the Department of Prisons not the 
Department of Corrections. 

I am not heavyset; I am fat probably 
because I am “calorically challenged.” A 
teen aged criminal is not a troubled youth; 
he is a juvenile delinquent, a criminal. It’s 
those he affects who are troubled. 


(ry) 


If you are employed by a company 

you are an employee, not an associate. 

I once had a heart attack; I did not have 

a cardiovascular event. At age 72, lam 
old, I am not middle aged (which implies 
that people live until 140); and the song 
is “Old Man River’ not middle aged man 
river or even elderly man river. 

Did you know you no longer engage 
in “Brain Storming Sessions” but in 
“Thought Showers” Epileptics might be 
offended by the term Brain Storms. 

In a class or meeting did you ever see 
anyone use a “Flip chart?” You better not, 
it might upset a Filipino, or so the PC 
police tell us. 

Staff at a coffee shop in Glasgow 
England refused to serve a customer who 
had ordered a ‘black coffee’, believing it 
to be ‘racist.’ He wasn’t served until he 
changed his order to ‘coffee without milk.’ 
I wouldn’t have been served at all. I would 
have walked out and found some black 
coffee somewhere. 

Even the Bible is not immune from the 
PC word police. A new version has the 
term; “Our Mother and Father Who are in 
Heaven” — From a new, ‘inclusive’ Bible 
translation (The Bible in a More Just Lan- 
guage) that replaces what it believes to be 
“divisive” teachings of Christianity.” 

The headmistress of a grade school in 
Midlothian (Scotland) had to split a grade 


Not Politically Correct 


The PC Polic 
have even put 
Jolly Old Saint 
Nick on a diet 
plan, as he is 
a bad example 
for youth. 


like bums and hoboes; to be replaced by 
rain forests and wetlands. 

On occasion I have been chairman of 
some committee and my wife was chair- 
woman. But neither of us has ever been a 
“chair.” 

The next person I hear referred to as a 
“chair” may find me sitting on them and 
they really don’t want that since I am 
calorically challenged. 

Now I admit there may be some good in 
rare instances. For example women can 
now become engineers without all those 
tiresome college math or engi- 


into two equal classes. 
Though the split was 
purely alphabeti- 

cal, parents objected 
because those with 
children in ‘1b’ feared 
they may be perceived 
as academically infe- 
rior to those in ‘la.’ 

Have you ever heard 
the word “herstory”? 
One of the more hu- 
morous aspects of the women’s movement 
is to try to totally remove male gender 
terms from our language, hence HERstory 
instead of HIStory. Never mind that the 
word history in ancient Greek simply 
meant “inquiry.” 

Somehow they feel it is more enlight- 
ened to use the term “gender” in place of 
“sex,” although I have yet to hear a man 
say, “I was having gender with my wife 
last night when the phone rang”. 

Families used to refer to certain fam- 
ily members as the “Black Sheep” of the 
family. No more (The word black is too 
sensitive). Now you must call them an 
“Outcast.” Hopefully the term Outcast 
will not offend people in India which still 
has remnants of the caste system. You 
don’t have to worry about being “black 
listed” from a club either, although you 
may be banned. 

At least you don’t have to worry about 
falling down a “manhole” these days, but 
be very careful of those “utility holes.” 
You won’t be “manning” any project e1- 
ther, but you may be asked to “staff” one. 
By the way, PC persons, shouldn’t it be 
womyn not woman? 

When I was a kid there existed “bums” 
and “hoboes.” Fortunately they have all 
disappeared, probably having been driven 
out of the country by homeless people. 

When I was traveling overseas I oc- 
casionally found myself in jungles and 
swamps, but they have all disappeared 
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Beware of “utility holes,” 
nore 


neering classes. If you really 
prefer to stay home and take 
care of the kids and house 
you can become a Domestic 
Engineer, not a housewife. 

The PC police have their 
»| work cut out for them. The 
‘| more politically correct 
language they invent the more 
toes there are to step on which 
results in still more politically 
correct language resulting in still more 
toes to... 

They still haven’t turned big city gangs 
into youth groups, or bald men into “comb 
free persons”, or Janitors into Envi- 
ronmental Hygienist or dead people as 
biologically challenged or living impaired, 
or pregnant womyn as Parasitically Op- 
pressed, 

They have gone from Postman to Post 
Person but shouldn’t “Mailman” become 
person person? 

Is nothing sacred? Next thing you know 
they will be attacking Santa Claus. 

Wait! News flash: 

I just took a break from writing this to 
have lunch and watch the news and caught 
this morsel. Now the PC police in con- 
junction with the Food Police are attack- 
ing the Jolly Fat Man. 

That’s right, those who know better than 
we will force us into their little mold of 
conformity and are going to force Santa 
Claus to slim down. If Santa is not safe 
from their attempts to control every facet 
of our lives, nobody is. 

Well time to quit as I have become moti- 
vationally deficient, but I’m not lazy. 

(Can you name the 33rd President of the 
United States? If you said Harry S. Tru- 
person you are correct; politically correct.) 
You are also an idiot! 

Note: Thanks to many internet sources 
for many of the P.C. words and terms used 
above. 


sed with 


“When I was a kid there existed ‘bums’ and ‘hoboes.’ 
Fortunately they have all disappeared, probably having been 
driven out of the country by homeless people.” 
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With gas prices up, moped good purchase 


You see that slowpoke on a moped hold- 
ing up traffic. That might be me. 

Yes, I’m now the proud owner of a 
slightly-used moped. Well, legally it is 
classified as a motorcycle, but it certainly 
doesn’t resemble a Harley. Maybe calling 
it a scooter is the best term. 

But anyway, I bought this mean beast 
(which tops out at about 55-60 mph) 
from a friend, and I must say I’ve really 
enjoyed it so far. 

Honestly, I’d never driven a motorcycle 
before, but the price was right, I had a 
little extra money, so I thought, ““What the 
heck?! Might as well give it a try.” 

I’ve always enjoyed riding a bicycle, 
and this is just as fun, only less work. 

The wind in my hair. The sun on my 
back. A small motor doing the ‘peddling’ 
for me (and taking me places much faster 
than my legs could ever could). And at a 
fuel cost where I can afford to just joyride 
if I want to. Yes, it is the ultimate lazy 
man’s (and poor man’s) vehicle. 


And, all kidding aside, with the recent 
jump in the price of oil (and subsequently 
gas), it’s beginning to look like a better 
purchase all the time. 

Now my question is, how long is it 
before we’ll all have to be driving 
scooters? 

I’ve heard estimates that 
place gas prices at anywhere 
from 4-to-5 dollars a gallon 
by the summer. How long can 
our economy sustain this? 

Pretty much our entire 
system is based on the use of 
fossil fuels. And, as everyone 
knows, a majority of those 
fossil fuels come from the 
politically unstable Middle 
East. Gas prices continue 
to rise, and with them the cost of pretty 
much everything else we buy. 

And while I’ve enjoyed riding my 
scooter around town, I must say my truck 
is much preferable for trips to the grocery 


\< 
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store or for going out of town (going 55 
mph on a scooter on the 70 mph interstate 
doesn’t sound like much fun, or very 
safe). 
But if gas goes to $5 a gal- 

lon, I may be driving that 

scooter much more than I 

originally intended. 

It’s the year 2007, 
almost 2008. Where 
are all the innovative 
technologies to get our 
nation out of this fossil- 

fuel mess? 

Where are the hy- 
drogen cars? Why 
hasn’t the govern- 
ment increased fuel 

efficiency standards 

quicker? What about providing some kind 
of tax incentives for auto makers and pur- 
chasers to invest in hybrid vehicles? 
Beyond just motor vehicles, what about 
electrical generation? People are fright- 
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ened of nuclear power plants and the 
associated wastes, but honestly, is a small 
amount of contained and sealed nuclear 
waste more dangerous than a coal plant 
that pollutes our water and put hundreds 
of tons of waste into the air? 

And what about personal electrical 
generation? If every house were equipped 
with solar panels and a small wind tur- 
bine, we could really make a dent in those 
energy costs and our oil-reliance in the 
long-term. 

America is stuck in a rut. For too long 
we’ve been content to just keep the status 
quo, drive our SUVs and enjoy our fossil- 
fuel-driven lifestyle and economy. 

But we’re talking about a limited 
resource here. The gravy train don’t run 
forever. It’s fine that we like our SUVs, 
but it’s time we find a new way to propel 
them. The price of oil will keep going up. 
It’s time we start innovating to make our 
reliance on it go own. 

And we better start now, before we all 


Commercials destroy flow of sports 


Imagine spending $2.6 million 
in thirty seconds. 

For some companies, this is as 
easy as landing an ad spot during 
the Super Bowl. And evidently it 
works. 

Who talks about football at 
work the Monday after Super 
Bowl Sunday? Somehow, the 
commercials have stolen the 
show. 

I begin with Super Bowl ads 
because they are the extreme 
example of advertising. Ratings 
experts estimate that nearly half 
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of all homes in America had on 
the 2007 Super Bowl. That trans- 
lates to over 90 million viewers. 

Unlike the World Series or 
NBA Playoffs, which could 
stretch out over seven games, the 
NFL’s single-game format makes 
marketing easy. The advertisers 
have responded, paying nearly 
$3 million for just 30 seconds of 
our time--five times the price of a 
similar ad ten years ago. 

The problem of advertising is 
often overlooked while we sit 
at home and watch the game, 
whether it be the Super Bowl or 
a favorite college team. 

We welcome the break to take 
out the trash, use the restroom 
-- maybe refill the beer mug. 

If you actually attend the game, 
however, you quickly notice all 
the dead time between play. 

You see the TV official in his 
red shirt, dictating the pace of 
the game. Any sports purist has 
to realize how much these TV 
timeouts kill the game. 

Even in football, but especially 
basketball where tempo and 
momentum can win a game, a 
timeout for the sake of adver- 
tisement seems sort of like a 
personal foul. 

Of course, there are those who 
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Winemakers should 


An offhand joke by governor 
Kathleen Sebelius left Kansas 
winemakers with a bitter taste on 
their tongues. 

Sebelius made news recently 
because of a spur-of-the-moment 
joke she made at a fundraiser in 
Washington state that was later 
reported in the Seattle Post-Intel- 
ligencer. 

Washington Governor Chris 
Gregoire made a comment about 
the high-quality wines in Wash- 
ington state and Sebelius replied 
with an unscripted joke. 

“You should be thankful we 
don’t make wine in Kansas,” 
Sebelius said. “If you ever see 
Kansas wine, don’t drink it.” 

After Kansas wine-makers 
heard word of the joke, though, 
they were none too happy and 


say we need the sponsors to get 
the games on TV, on the radio, 
and to help with equipment and 
facilities. 

Sure, but can there not be some 
degree of fluidity to the 
game? 

A soccer game 
features a 45 min- 
ute half with no 
breaks. 

Advertisers 
adapted by plac- \ 
ing their logos 
at the top of the N 
screen for a few 
minutes. It works 
just fine. But 
who watches 
soccer, right? 

Our very own high school has 
a wonderful scoreboard featuring 
the name of one of the major soft 
drinks. 

It’s not the healthiest relation- 
ship a school can have, but hey, 
that logo doesn’t mean anything 
once you’ve seen it a thousand 
times. 

The walls of a hockey rink are 
covered with similar ads. Any 
flat space in a stadium or arena is 
fair game to corporate America. 
While it can be a little much, 
at least this form of advertising 


they made sure Sebelius, and the 
rest of the world, knew it. 

The story has since made 
front-page news in many parts 
of the country and, predictably, 
Sebelius has apologized. 

However, while the joke may 
have not been in the best humor, 
it was just an offhand comment 
and been blown way, way out of 
proportion and context. 

Get a life, people. Aren’t there 
more important things that need 
this kind of critical analysis? 

Sebelius may be the governor 
of Kansas, but does that mean 
that she also has to be a wine 
connoisseur? 

And is she required to like 
Kansas wine? 

And does it really matter if she 
likes Kansas wine? Is that really 
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does not affect the game itself. 
It all becomes a matter of 
degree. Just how much money 
needs to be made from a single 
game? 
We like to complain 
about the salaries of 
>" professional ath- 
letes, but we pay 
outrageous prices 
to see them play. 
$10 to park here. 
$6 or more for a 
beer. Hot dogs 
that cost over $3! 
And what a deal 
on this jersey 
and mug! They 


oon 


bucks! 

These things all bring money 
into the clubs, just as the ads 
around the stadium do. 

If we quit attending sporting 
events, or at least scaled back 
on the purchases once there, the 
sporting and advertising worlds 


would have to change their ways. 


The ultimate evil, however, 
may well be the TV ad. This 
corporate tool is the very reason 
for all the delays in action. 

The NFL’s very own two-min- 
ute warning is little more than a 
ploy to build tension and fit in a 


few more commercials. And who 
pays for this? Certainly with the 
above-mentioned numbers, the 
corporations do. But so do the 
cable buyers. 

Yes, that’s right. We pay a com- 
pany to show us advertisements, 
which they are getting paid to 
air. Maybe you better think twice 
about changing the channel next 
time. You’re paying for that ad, 
you might as well enjoy it. 

It’s of little wonder, then, why 
I enjoy the high school game so 
much. 

Sure, the quarters and periods 
in high school play are shorter 
than their collegiate and profes- 
sional counterparts, but I also 
know that eight or twelve min- 
utes of high school ball will not 
be multiplied by four to allow for 
commercials. 

Or that’s how things used to be. 
Each year, channels like ESPN 
and its affiliates televise more 
and more high school games. 
Complete with commercials. 

Build the market and the buy- 
ers will come. 

I’m waiting for televised foren- 
sic debate. The extra prep time 
provided to those kids during TV 
timeouts should make for some 
great rounds. 


learn to take a joke 


a concern? 

Shouldn’t we be spending this 
time analyzing her decisions 
and policies as governor, not her 
abilities as a comedian or wine 
tester? 

Is Kansas wine really so bad or 
in such a precarious position in 
the world that this one comment 
by one woman, albeit our gover- 
nor, would really have any effect 


on the industry? 

In any case, the whole world 
now knows that Sebelius thinks 
Kansas wine sucks. 

Good job Kansas winemakers; 
you took one little crummy joke 
and made it front page news. 
Unfortunately, that may actually 
hurt our fledgling wine industry. 

Next time you may just want to 
grow a thicker skin. 
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* Brandon’s Reality Check 


PETA continues absurdity 


Before you pop that extra tootsie 
roll in your mouth, remember 
this: An innocent piece of sugar 
cane died an unmerciful death for 
your sake of enjoyment. 

No really, ’m not making this 
crap up. 

Okay, maybe I am, but speaking 
of undeniable suffering on a mas- 
sive scale, PETA’s back at it 
again. So here we go. y 

You know, some Ss 
days I can’t help 
but find something 
on the Internet tha 
is either so mas- 
sively insipid 
or scary that I 
can’t not rant 
about it. 

PETA (People 
for the Ethical 
Treatment of An- 
imals), in typical 
pseudo-terrorist 
style, has once again claimed 
that animal products, despite all 
the science, are hazardous to our 
health, be it on any level ranging 
from social to psychological to 
physiological. 

In this case, they’re blaming 
the Celts (those evil people who 
so nefariously suffered under the 
kind hand of feudalism) for the 
“extra calories and scary ingredi- 
ents” we find in today’s candies 
and Halloween treats. 

Say what? While on their offi- 
cial website, it does have a header 
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claiming this, but then gives a 
generalized history of how Hal- 
loween evolved from the Celtic 
new year (November 1“) into 
today’s commercialized buy-all- 
the-cheap-crap-you-can-and-use- 
it-for-six-hours “holiday” that it 
is. 
Nowhere do they give any 
solid data to back their claim 
up. Granted, it’s prob- 
ably already common 
knowledge, but 
picking on Hal- 
loween candy 
and treats in gen- 
eral due to their 
low health value 
is pretty low if 

‘ you ask me. 
Most are com- 
orf binations of sugar 
and artificial 
dye—note that I 
say artificial—not 
natural dyes (like red carmine, 
made from crushed beetles). This 
is just as bogus as saying that 
drinking milk causes breakouts 
and is also harmful and cruel to 
cattle (let’s promote osteopo- 
rosis and calcium deficiency in 
the name of having a clear con- 

science). 

Okay, so maybe that last part’s 
a little frivolous (but isn’t ev- 
erything PETA does frivolous?) 
so we'll get to something a little 
more pressing. 

Come on PETA, you can do bet- 


This is just on 


, 


ulous ad cam- 


paigns PETA has sponsored over the years. 


ter than this. 

You’ve shown us exactly how 
bad you can be before. Back in the 
90s, it was the whole “beer is bet- 
ter than milk” campaign (aimed 
at college students) that landed 
you in trouble with the federal 
government and just about every 
anti-alcoholism organization and 
agency out there. 

And then there was the time that 
Ingrid Newkirk, the glorious lead- 
er and co-founder of this brain- 
washed organization, came under 
investigation by the IRS and the 
FBI in the early 90s for tax fraud, 
embezzlement, and money laun- 


dering, after it was found that she, 
and the organization itself, was 
paying off members of the infa- 
mous Animal Liberation Front to 
do such animal-beneficial acts as 
fire-bombing veterinary medicine 
research centers and toxicology 
and nutrition research buildings. 

Although nobody was ever 
charged with anything, the ALF 
has since been listed by the U.S. 
and U.K. as a domestic terrorist 
threat (despite its website claim- 
ing to be a nonviolent opposition 
organization). 

Quite classy if you ask me and 
something to be modeled after, if 


Shilpa Shetty for #* 


A 
1/8 People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals| 
For more information visit www.petaDishoom.com 


you want people to think you’re 
an idiot. 

On one hand, the animal rights 
issue is something to consider, 
when you’re not under the influ- 
ence of radical extremism; but on 
the other, watching some of the 
things these people put out are 
pretty entertaining (such as the 
blatant rip-off of the Super Mario 
Brothers game that PETA put out 
on it’s website back in August, go 
check it out). 

Not to say that PETA can’t be 
taken seriously: they can, but as 
of yet, I’ve not seen a reason to 
justify doing so. 


< \ > 


DAWN 


1305 Main Street, Hays 
M-F: 7 a.m-3 p.m. 
Sat.: 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


lene’S 
Bolg 


785-621-BAKE 


augustinesbakery.com 


Daly Luuch Specials 


GREAT TASTE & SPEEDY SERVICE 


Coffee 
Iced Cappuccino 
Breakfast Pastries 


The fastest growing forum in Hays... 


Join the discussion! 


Make Your Voice Heard! 


Join a fun, exciting and 
rewarding activity, while building 
your resume and portfolio. 

No experience necessary. 


Email us at edgenewspaper@gmail.com; www.TheOnlineEdge.net 
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Not Just Black and White 


Diversity important to foster in society 


“That’s so gay!” 

“Quit being retarded!” 

“You’re such a Jew!” 

Chances are we have all heard 
these statements, and probably 
more than once, maybe even on 
a daily basis. Did we cringe when 
we heard them? 

Maybe we ourselves have an- 
nounced that our latest class as- 
signment or job duty is gay, re- 
tarded or Jewish. 

Did we make someone cringe 
when we said it? Did we think 
about it? 

One of the first steps in achiev- 
ing diversity awareness is under- 
standing definitions of diversity. 

Contrary to the assumptions of 
some, diversity is not just Black 
and White; diversity encompass- 
es a wide variety of differences 
among people. 

The most common elements 
brought to attention 
when talking about 
diversity are race, ~ 
ethnicity, gender, 
socioeconomic 
class, sexual 
orientation, 
ability, and | 
religious affili- 7 
ation. 

Most are 
aware there Adr 
are all kinds 
of people in 
the world, but 
what some fail to realize is that 
many of these people are those 
with whom we interact everyday, 
even if indirectly. 

What some fail to think about 
is that people are homosexual, 
people are developmentally chal- 
lenged, and people are Jewish. 


ie 


—Staft writer 


We are all people, and we are 
all different. Different is okay and 
the differences among us should 

be accepted and appreciated. 
Throughout our lives, 


we will encounter 
people who think 
differently and 
have differ- 
ent perceptions 
about life, lead- 
ing to differenc- 
es in behaviors, 


beliefs, and 

fFOnNneME values. 
s Just be- 
cause these 


concepts of differ- 
ence may not be understood by all 
does not make them wrong and 
does not mean that they cannot be 
accepted and appreciated. 
Positive the classmate or co- 
worker who intercepted the com- 
ment about the “gay” assignment 
or job duty isn’t? 


that are frequently committed, 
sometimes without realization. 

Diversity is everywhere. When 
we understand diversity and ex- 
ercise awareness of such, we are 
better equipped in our interac- 
tions with one another. 

Interested in learning more 
about diversity, acceptance, and 
appreciation? 

The Diversity Affairs Depart- 
ment of Fort Hays State Univer- 
sity offers many opportunities to 
the campus and Hays communi- 
ties, including the Multicultural 
Student Coalition, which is com- 
prised of over thirty campus or- 
ganizations which in themselves 
represent many aspects of diver- 
sity. 


Even if that is the case, chances 
are likely he or she knows and 
cares about someone who is. Fur- 
thermore, when someone refers 
to something as gay, retarded or 
Jewish, they are doing so with a 
negative connotation. 

This can lead to others assuming 
the person who made the state- 
ment thinks negatively about the 
aforementioned groups of people. 
It can be argued that the usage of 
these words is simply part of the 
modern lexicon, but is it appro- 
priate? 

Does it suggest acceptance or 
appreciation of difference? Not 
only recognizing that there are 
different types of people and re- 
specting their differences, but 
also acknowledging the distinct 
possibility that certain expres- 
sions may be offensive is another 
step in achieving diversity aware- 
ness. 

There are far many more facets 


FHSU 


af 

_ Tickets available at the 

Student Service Genter 
628-5306 
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The Encore Series Presents... 


Wednesday, November 14 
7:30 p.m. 
Beach/Schmidt Performing Arts Center 
Sheridan Hall 
Fort Hays State University 


Generg| Public -$2é 
Senior Citizens/Unde 


18 -$24 
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ae 
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£ 
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an 
K AN 4 A Ss mid-america 


ARTS COMMISSION 


NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT 
FOR THE ARTS 


A great nation 
deserves great art. 


arts alliance 


Email me at 
aaheroneme@scatcat.fhsu.edu or 
drop by the Diversity Office in 
the Memorial Union, Room 014, 
Fort Hays State University, or call 
(785) 628-4664 to learn more. 


Sex and Our Bodies 


A young, female physician presents a holistic understanding 
of our bodies, sex, and love from a perspective that is about 
much more than just biology. 


involved in the quest to under- 
stand diversity and exercise di- 
versity awareness. 

Word usage is just one example 
of the many “diversity blunders” 


Dr. Amy Hogan, M.D., Presents 
Friday, November 30 at 7:00 P.M. 


St. Joseph Church, Hays 
All welcome, admission free 


a ~~ 
HOMES 


A Family Tradition for 4 Generations 


www.beckerhomes.com 


5507 West 10th St. 


Great Bend, 
KS 67530 


1-800-215-1877 
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x Sports Commentary 


News 


A brief look around 
the sporting world 


With football season already over locally and 
wrapping up regionally, we’re at a sporting cross- 
roads into basketball season. It should be interesting 
times ahead. Here’s a look at a few stories I’ve no- 
ticed from around the area. 

Kansas Jayhawk Football - I’m 
tired of hearing the Jayhawk foot- 
ball team does not deserve a shot 
at the title because of a cupcake 
schedule early in the year. So 
what? 

In the current system, a single \ 
loss more or less dashes any hope N 
at a title shot. 

It’s not like the Jayhawks strug- 
gled early on. 

They did what a top-ranked 
team should do against smaller 
schools. This has been going on since college foot- 
ball began. 

This late in the year, however, it has become clear 
just how good KU is. And why not give them a shot 
at the title? 

If they make it through the Big 12 Championship 
game unbeaten—a tough task considering the oppo- 
nents—they will have proven themselves as well as 
anyone in the country. 

First, they will have to beat a highly-ranked Mis- 
souri team in front of 80,000 fans at Arrowhead Sta- 
dium to round out the regular season. 

A win there all but guarantees a Big 12 Champi- 
onship game against Oklahoma, another top BCS 
school. 

Those wins are certainly not in the bank, but should 
the Jayhawks win out, maybe they will finally get 
some respect from the national media. 


i 


Mike-Goufson 
Features*Editor 


Kansas State Basketball — Good riddance to Bob 
Huggins. I’ve liked the Wildcats all my life but nev- 
er had a use for Coach Huggins. 

Oddly enough, his one year in Manhattan may be 

the best thing for the program. We lose a taste- 
less coach and still get the great recruits a 
> big name brings to the program. 

As much as I'd like to say we’re go- 
ing places, let’s give it a ride first. Mi- 

chael Beasley may have started a fire 
when he said the Wildcats could beat 
rival KU anywhere they play this sea- 
son. It may be a nice jump start to the 
season, but should the Wildcats, who 

have lost 35 of the last 36 games to 

the Jayhawks, including going 0-3 last 
year, really be talking trash? 

Expect good things out of Manhat- 
tan this winter, but expect better out of Lawrence. 
Maybe in a couple of years, should Beasley and 
Walker stick it out that long, the Wildcats can start 
a streak of their own. Then they can talk all they 
want. 

Hays High Basketball — With football season 
over, Indian senior Jason Ball again focuses on the 
court. Ball was a leading scorer in the Western Ath- 
letic Conference last year, and should put the Indi- 
ans in contention for a league title this year. 

Ball and Liberal junior Marquez Patterson battled 
as the two top receivers in the WAC on the grid- 
iron, and may well be the two top scorers on the 
basketball court. Liberal brings back several starters 
and may prove to be the Indians top competition in 
league play. We'll know a little more about the Indi- 
ans after the Hays City Shootout which takes place 
the last week of November. 


VOUR COLOR COPY HEAROIARTERS 
515 west 27th @ west Dillons 


Color Copies 
Large Format Printing 


Same Day T-Shirts 


Posters - 


Banners 


Brochures - Fliers 
Photo Retouching 
Scan & Archive 


Saturday 10-12 
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Convicted MCI embezzler 
to speak at Fort Hays 


Nationally recognized speaker 
and former mid-level MCI Com- 
munications executive Walter 
Pavlo Jr. will speak at Fort Hays 
State University at 7 p.m. Tues- 
day, Nov. 13, in the Memorial 
Union’s Fort Hays Ballroom. 

The event is sponsored by the 
University’s Department of Ac- 
counting and Information Sys- 
tems and is free and open to the 
public. 

Pavlo, who pleaded guilty to 
embezzling $6 million from his 
employer and served two years in 
federal prison, is co-author with 
Neil Weinberg of the book, “Sto- 
len Without A Gun: Confessions 
from Inside History’s Biggest Ac- 
counting Fraud -- The Collapse of 
MCI WorldCom.” 

His story and presentations 
have been featured by Forbes 
magazine, USA Today, The New 
York Times and ABC’s “Night- 
line.” He has made keynote ad- 
dresses at top-ranked business 


schools, professional societies, 
Fortune 500 companies, account- 
ing firms and federal law enforce- 
ment agencies. 

Part of his presentation will be 
a cautionary tale about his slide 
from respected manager to con- 
victed felon. 

Pavlo will also speak to stu- 
dents at 3 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 
13, in the Union’s Black and Gold 
Room. While this presentation is 
not open to the public due to lim- 
ited seating, it is open to all me- 
dia. 

Book signing will be organized 
by the University Bookstore. 
Books can be purchased prior to 
and following Pavlo’s presenta- 
tion in the Black and Gold Room 
or from the University Book- 
store. 

For more information contact 
Dr. Jim Rucker, chair of the De- 
partment of Accounting and In- 
formation Systems, at (785) 628- 
4121. 


Cross Road hosting 
cutest baby contest 


Zach Becker 
Editor 

Cross Road Pregnancy Care 
Center will be hosting the 3rd an- 
nual Cutest Baby and Children’s 
Contest at the Frost Fest at 1 
p.m. December 9th in downtown 
Hays. 

Hundreds of dollars in prizes 
will be available and all proceeds 
will go to fund Cross Road pro- 
grams. 

The baby contest will be part 
of the Fox Pavilion Holiday Ex- 
travaganza, in downtown Hays 
during the Frost Fest. 

Hurry and send in your New 
Born to 12 month baby’s picture 
and registration form and $10.00 
entry fee to: 

Cross Road Pregnancy Care 
Center, Inc. 

The Hadley Center 

205 E. 7th St., suite 225 

Hays, KS 67601 

If you need a registration form 
go to: www.crossroadpcc.org or 
call them at 785-625-0985 

For the | year olds, 2 year old, 


and 3 year old divisions, you may 
send in the registration form and 
bring your child to the Frost Fest- 
Fox Pavilion (1202 Main) on De- 
cember 9th, at 1 p.m. Individual 
age divisions will be judged and 
the winners chosen. 

The money from this event will 
go to fund moms, babies, children 
and families in our area that are 
in need of help. Moms and dads 
participate in the Earn While You 
Learn Program at the Pregnancy 
Center. By watching educational 
videos, they learn important in- 
formation about having a healthy 
pregnancy and meeting the chal- 
lenges of successful parenting. 
Taking part in our education 
training at the center and meet- 
ing doctor appointments, holding 
down jobs, and continuing edu- 
cation can earn them cribs, dia- 
pers, wipes, baby clothing, breast 
pumps, car seats and all the things 
needed for a baby. Cross Road is 
a volunteer service; thus, one 
hundred percent of donations go 
to those in need. 


Tiger debaters finish in 
top 20 at tournament 


Talking Tiger debaters from 
Fort Hays State University fin- 
ished in a tie at 17th place at the 
recent Henry Clay Debates at the 
University of Kentucky in Lex- 
ington. 

The top-tier national competi- 
tion was attended by 113 teams 
from across the country. 

Tiger debaters, Avery Henry, 
Guymon, Okla., senior, and Chris 
Spurlock, Canon City, Colo., 
sophomore, finished with a 5-3 
record in the preliminary rounds, 
defeating Whitman College, 
Walla Walla, Wash.; University 
of Texas at Dallas, Richardson; 
Michigan State University, East 
Lansing (twice); and University 
of California, Berkeley, Calif. 
They lost to Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass., another MSU 
team and Miami University, Ox- 
ford, Ohio. 

After the preliminary debates, 


the team finished 28th seed and 
debated against Emory, one of 
the defending national debate 
champions from last year, in the 
elimination rounds and went into 
the double-octafinals and lost in a 
2-1 decision. 

“We believe we can beat them 
the next time around,” said Dr. 
William Shanahan, assistant pro- 
fessor of communication studies 
and debate coach. 

Henry was the 46th individual 
speaker out of 226 speakers, and 
Spurlock was the 56th speaker. 

“As a team that typically wins 
ugly, placing this high in the in- 
dividual speakers is also a strong 
showing,” said Shanahan. “We 
are one of the top teams in the 
country right now, but will have 
to keep proving it.” He said so far 
this season they have finished in 
the top 20 twice and the top 10 
once. 
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The Edge photo editor Brandon Worf, 

left, poses*with Sarah Beth 
Lenzenhuber.at.& Halloweén party. 
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Brooks: concert Friday memorable 


Continued from Page 1 
er’s Eyes.” A variation from the 
previous performances, Brooks 
asked Yearwood to remain on 
stage and invited backup singer 
Karyn Rochelle to join them for 
“Georgia Rain,” a beautiful bal- 
lad Rochelle had helped write for 
Yearwood. As Brooks was trying 
to find the correct key on his gui- 
tar to accompany the ladies, he 
joked, “I only use this thing to 
hide my gut!” 

During “Georgia Rain,” Year- 
wood let Rochelle sing the last 
verse. 

Rochelle was so overcome with 
emotion that her voice cracked. 
She quickly composed herself 
and started over. Rochelle wowed 
the crowd as Brooks and Year- 
wood beamed. 

Garth’s performance didn’t in- 
volve any pyrotechnics or acro- 
batics...it was just the man and 
his showmanship...back to the 
basics. The Sprint Center pulsed 
with excitement, music and sing- 


ing. From the floor to the rafters, 
the audience belted out the much- 
loved songs along with Garth. At 
times, he would stop singing in 
amazement and listen to the audi- 
ence. 

Brooks said he was deeply 
touched that the audience re- 
sponded as favorably to his latest 
song, “More Than a Memory,” as 
they did to his older songs. 

Throughout the concert, neither 
the audience’s or Garth’s energy 
or excitement waned, especially 
when he strapped on his guitar and 
strummed the first three chords to 
“Friends in Low Places,” sending 
the crowd into a heated frenzy, 
threatening to blow the roof off 
the Sprint Center. Naturally, the 
infamous third verse was sang at 
the top of everyone’s lungs. 

Trading his trademark black 
cowboy hat for a baseball cap a 
fan gave him, Brooks ended the 
concert with the ballad, “The 
Dance.” 

His encore, after “Ain’t Goin’ 


Photo by Brandie Johnson 
Garth Brooks performs in one 
sao farewell concerts. 


Down (Til the Sun Comes Up): . 
consisted of songs by the artists 
who had influenced him, includ- 
ing “Silver Wings” by Merle 
Haggard, “Sweet Baby James” by 
James Taylor, “Turn the Page” by 
Bob Seger, and “American Pie” 
by Don McLean. 

There was a rumor that Garth’s 
voice was suffering; however, his 
voice sounded phenomenal Fri- 
day night. 

True, he had a lot of help from 
the audience, but he put on a 
great show...one that the audience 
members won’t soon forget. He 
sang for more than two hours. 

Perhaps this was a sort of 
“slowly-coming-out-of-retire- 
ment” event for Brooks. He still 
has quite a number of years be- 
fore his youngest daughter is 18, 
but he told the audience, “If you 
wait for us, we’ll be back.” To the 
nearly 160,000 people who will 
see his nine concerts, the nearly 
10-year wait they had to endure 
was well worth it. 


The Plans 


600 Anytime 
WestLink Minutes 
Unlimited Nights 
and Weekends 


FEATURES: 


Infrared file transfer 
VGA camera 


“W200 for S100 


| Ericsson 


EM radio (w/wired headset attached) 
Sony Walkman MP3 Player 


*Free 


Sony Walkman Special 


Sony Ericsson 


Sony Ericsson 


“Wa00t for $29.99 


y Ericsson 


VGA Camera 


Black color 


Wie 
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$99.99 


600 Anytime 


Nationwide Minutes 
Unlimited Nights 
and Weekends 


FEATURES: 


FM radio (w/wired headset attached) 
Sony Walkman MP3 Player 
Infrared file transfer 


20 MB of onboard memory 
M2 Memory Card Slot (256 MB card included) 


27 MB of onboard memory 
M2 Memory Card slot (128 MB card included) 
Comes in black or white 


LINK 
COMMUNICATIONS 
4325 Vine Street 
Next to Wal-Mart in Hays 


800-365-7893 
www.westlinkcom.com 


Unlimited Text WeEsrT. 


Messaging 


* See store for details, some restrictions and conditions apply 


